VOL. 32, No. 4 


SOCIAL HYGIENE DAY posters are approved by Conrad Van Hyning, ASHA 
executive director, and Mrs. Esther Sweeney, assistant executive director, as 
they made final plans for the event last month. The posters will be widely 
distributed by health and welfare agencies and community chests throughout 


the country. 


soci 


With hundreds of community chests, 
state and city health departments and 
family service agencies scheduled to 
participate, Social Hygiene Day will 
be observed throughout the nation on 
April 24. 

Special activities planned to mark 
the twenty-first annual observance of 
the event and its emphasis on strength- 
ening family life include: 

e Radio and TV round-table discus- 
sions. 
e Luncheon and dinner meetings. 


e Parent-teacher workshops to pro- 
mote family life education in the 
schools. 


e Newspaper features, editorials and 
advertisements. 


Slate Social Hygiene Day Events 


At press-time fifteen governors had 
already signed proclamations which 
endorsed the event. 

The proclamation calls on citizens 
to mark the observance of Social Hy- 
giene Day by investing their talents 
and energy in programs designed to 
“remove obstacles to good family 
life.” 

“These obstacles,’’ the proclamation 
states, ‘“‘affect all families to some de- 
gree and could be removed by the con- 
certed effort of all.” 

Among suggestions*for improving 
family life the proclamation lists in- 
creased family life education oppor- 
tunities, the eradication of community 
conditions conducive to vice, and an 
all-out effort to prevent a further in- 
crease in venereal disease. 
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ASHA To Publish 
New VD Pamphlet 


A comprehensive leaflet on the ve- 
nereal diseases, the first especially de- 
signed for young people, will be pub- 
lished in May by the American Social 
Hygiene Association. 

Entitled “Some Questions and An- 
swers About VD,” the new pamphlet 
details the symptoms, causes and 
treatments for both syphilis and gon- 
orrhea in simple, factual language. 


Ordering the Pamphlet 


Complimentary copies of the 
new VD pamphlet will be avail- 
able to health agencies, physi- 
cians, social workers and other 
professionals in health and wel- 
fare. Quantity prices are avail- 
able upon request. 

Please write to the Publica- 
tions Division, American Social 
Hygiene Association, 1790 Broad- 
way, New York 19, N. Y. 


“VD stands for venereal disease and 
for very dangerous,” the leaflet warns, 
and goes on to discuss such questions 
as the differences between gonorrhea 
and syphilis, the transmission of the 
diseases and how to go about getting 
treatment through public health clin- 
ics or private physicians. 

An unusual feature of the pamphlet 
is a section which traces the historic 
contributions of such men as Ehrlich, 
Wasserman and Mahoney in modern 
science’s dramatic struggle to find the 
cause and cure for syphilis. 

The need for getting authoritative 
information about venereal disease 
into the hands of young people is dem- 
onstrated by the increasing occur- 
rence of VD among teenagers in this 
country, said Conrad Van Hyning, ex- 
ecutive director of ASHA. 
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Assembly to Discuss 
New Sex Attitudes 


Changes in social attitudes towards 
sex behavior and their relationship 
to the fight against the venereal dis- 
eases will be a major theme of the 
biennial General Assembly of the In- 
ternational Union Against the Ve- 
nereal Diseases and the Treponema- 
toses. 

The Assembly, to be held in Stock- 
holm, Sweden, August 7, 8 and 9, will 
be sponsored by the Union and the 
International Abolitionist Federation. 


More than fifteen countries have al- 
ready planned to send representatives 
to the meeting it is announced by Dr. 
Andre Cavaillon, the union’s secretary 
general. 

Among the United States delegates 
to the meeting will be Josephine 
V. Tuller, director of ASHA’s Inter- 
national Division and director of the 
Union’s Regional Office for the Amer- 
ica’s. 

Other U. S. delegates appointed to 
attend are Dr. Bruce Webster, chair- 
man of ASHA’s Executive Committee, 
associate professor of Cornell Medical 
School, and technical counselor of the 
IUVDT; and Dr. C. A. Smith, former 
chief of VD Program, U. S. Public 
Health Service. 

The Assembly will be open to any 
interested individuals. Further in- 
formation can be obtained by writing 
to Director, Regional Office for the 
Americas, International Union 
Against the Venereal Diseases and the 
Treponematoses, Room 1402, 1790 


Broadway, New York. 


Family Life Lines 


ASHA-Sponsored Family Life 
Summer Workshops 


A workshop in education for family 
living will be held for Junior High 
School Home Economics teachers at 
the Women’s College of the University 
of North Carolina, Greensboro, N. C., 
June 10-14. Dr. Catherine T. Dennis, 
state supervisor of Home Economics 
Education of North Carolina’s Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, will direct 
the workshop. 

“Family Problems with Emphasis on 
Personal and Family Living” will be 
the theme of the workshop held June 
28-July 29 at East Carolina College, 
Greenville, N. C. Workshop director 
will be George A. Douglas, coordina- 
tor of Family Life Education Program, 
Charlotte, N. C., City Schools. 

The University of Delaware at Wil- 
mington holds a workshop in personal 
and family living from June 18 to 
June 28 with Dr. Wallace H. Maw, as- 
sociate professor, School of Education, 
University of Delaware as director. 


Other Family Life Workshops 


Maryland State Department of Edu- 
cation sponsors a workshop for teach- 
ers, administrators and parents at 
Bowie State Teachers College, Bowie, 
Md., from June 17 to 28. 

Dr. B. Y. Glassberg, vice-president 


Annual Meeting 


To all members of the American 
Social Hygiene Association, Inc. 


Pursuant to section 43 of the 
Membership Corporations Law, 
State of New York, notice is 
hereby given to members of the 
American Social Hygiene Asso- 
ciation, Inc., a corporation or- 
ganized under said law, that the 
forty-third annual meeting of 
members has been called by the 
president and the executive com- 
mittee under By-laws, Article I, 
Section I, to be held in Suite 
108, Biltmore Hotel, 43rd Street 
and Madison Avenue, on the 
13th day of May, 1957, at 4 
o’clock p.m., Eastern Daylight 
Time. 

The purpose of said meeting 
is for the election of officers and 
members of the Board of Direc- 


tors. 
CONRAD VAN HYNING 
Executive Director, 
American Social Hygiene 
Association, Inc. 


of the Missouri Social Hygiene Asso- 
ciation and director of the Health and 
Hygiene Instruction Department of the 
St. Louis Board of Education will 
teach a six-week course in personal 
and family living for school teachers, 
physicians and nurses, at Harris 
Teachers College, St. Louis, Mo. The 
course begins June 17. 

Central Washington College of Edu- 
cation, Ellensburg, Wash., will hold 
two family life workshops this sum- 
mer. A workshop on Personal and 
Family Financial Security Education 
will be held from June 17-28 with 
Eugene Kosy directing. Dr. Lester 
Kirkendall will lead discussions on 
Family Life Education from August 
5-16, 

The thirty-second Vassar Summer 
Institute will be held from July 2 to 
July 30 at Vassar College, Poughkeep- 
sie, N. Y. The Institute consists of a 
series of seminars, workshops and lec- 
tures for parents, teachers, profes- 
sional workers and volunteers who 
serve families, children and the com- 
munity. For further information 
write to Vassar Summer Institute, 
Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 


Confer on Family Life 


Interprofessional approaches to 
competence in family living will be 
the theme of the annual meeting and 
conferences of the National Council 
on Family Relations, to be held Au- 
gust 21 to 24 at Purdue University. 

Among main topics to be considered 
will be education for marriage and 
family living in the schools, parent 
cooperative nursery schools, religion 
and the family, and parent education. 

For information about registration 
procedures and other arrangements 
write to E. Z. Dager, Department of 
Sociology, Purdue University, Lafay- 
ette, Indiana. 
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Alabama Reports 
Family Programs 


More than 3,900 young people and 
adults attended programs on human 
growth and sex education sponsored 
by the Social Hygiene and Mental 
Health Association of Birmingham, 
Ala., last year. 

In its Annual Report for 1956, the 
ASHA affiliate details highlights of a 
comprehensive social hygiene pro- 
gram which provided venereal disease 
education to the community through 
group discussions, films, posters and 
pamphlets; and family life education 
through such channels as high school 
student forums and lectures. 

Among activities designed to stimu- 
late community understanding of al- 
coholism and to provide information 
for prevention and therapy the Bir- 
mingham Association maintained an 
information center for alcoholics and 
their families, sponsored conferences 
and workshops and conducted a re- 
ferral service to community resources. 

Better mental health in the Bir- 
mingham community was promoted 
by the group last year through twenty- 
seven leadership training workshops, 
a series of mental health plays and 
services to state hospitals. 

Raymond Weeks is president of 
Birmingham’s Social Hygiene and 
Mental Health Association. 


Unwed Fathers Are Often 


Men who father children out of 
wedlock are often victims of neurotic 
girls who seek to work out their child- 
hood frustrations through fantasy. 

This was recently told to the mem- 
bers of the Erie Social Hygiene Asso- 
ciation by Rev. A. Malcolm MacMil- 
lan, rector of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Sharon, Pa. Rev. MacMil- 
lan, who in addition to his theological 
training, studied pastoral psychology 
and psychiatry at Bellevue Hospital in 
New York City, said that in contrast 
to the unwed mother, the situations 
that produce an unwed father are 
more “varied and profound.” 

Among them, Rev. MacMillan cited 
the biological fact that the sexual 
drive is stronger and harder to con- 
trol in the male than in the female, 
and the unnatural stimulation of sex- 
ual desires by the cultural emphasis 
placed on sex. 

There is no single type of man who 


ASHA Survey Dims Danville’s Red Lights 


Based on results of an ASHA survey, the “off-limits” sign for military men 


has been put on sections of Danville, Ill., where houses of prostitution were 


operating on a “‘wide-open”’ basis. 


The ban was first issued last December by Brigadier Gen. A. M. Minton, 
commanding officer of Chanute Air Force Base, to bar airmen from the town’s 


red-light district. 


It was later extended by the Armed Forces Disciplinary 


Control Board of the Fifth Army Area to include personnel of all branches 


Illegitimate Births 
Increase In Cleveland 


One birth out of every twenty- 
one in Cleveland, Ohio, was ille- 
gitimate in 1955 and illegitimacy 
in the city is on the upswing. 

According to a report pub- 
lished by the Joint Social Hy- 
giene Committee of the Cleve- 
land Academy of Medicine and 
the Cleveland Health Council, 
the illegitimacy rate increased 
from 4.6 per cent of al! births in 
1952, to 4.8 per cent of all births 
in 1955. 

Of 1,909 babies born out of 
wedlock in Cleveland two years 
ago, 670 were born to girls thir- 
teen to nineteen years old, and 
656 to girls from twenty to 
twenty-four years of age. 

In the worst slum area of the 
city where the percentage of 
broken homes is highest, the ille- 
gitimacy rate climbed to one out 
of every five births, most involv- 
ing teenage girls. 


Victimized, Minister Says 


becomes an unwed father, the minis- 
ter emphasized. 

They range from the essentially 
normal young man who is in love with 
the girl but finds himself in a diffi- 
cult or impossible position for mar- 
riage, to the outright psychopathic 
personality who has no conscience and 
deliberately sets out to hurt someone. 

In between is the neurotic youth 
who needs assurance that he is attrac- 
tive to women and must prove his vi- 
rility through illicit sexual relations, 
and the teenager who is pressured into 
sexual experience in order to become 
accepted as a member of the gang. 

“There is no easy answer to the 
problem,” Rev. MacMillan said, “but 
as with the unwed mother, the great- 
est method of prevention is to pro- 
vide a good family life so that emo- 
tional maturity in young people can 
be fostered.” 


of the Defense 
Department. 

William J. 
Petrus, Ameri- 
can Social Hy- 
giene Associa- 
tion’s midwest 
regional direc- 
tor, said that 
ASHA had 
launched an in- 
vestigation at 
General Min- 
ton’s request 
and found nine 
brothels which 
had been run- 
ning “full scale” for many years. 

On the basis of the survey and con- 
ferences with Mr. Petrus, the Danville 
Chamber of Commerce banded to- 
gether to institute injunction and 
abatement proceedings against the 
brothel operators. Under Illinois law 
the operators will be banned from op- 
erating in the state again, and the 
brothel premises will be closed to any 
activity for a year. 

According to Mr. Petrus, a more re- 
cent ASHA survey done at the re- 
quest of the Armed Forces, showed 
that two brothels were still in opera- 
tion, although, he said, their activities 
were “clandestine and limited.” 


William J. Petrus 


Propose Anti-VD Laws 

The New Mexico legislature is cur- 
rently considering two _ proposals 
which supporters say would reduce 
venereal disease and help eliminate 
hasty marriages. 

The House Judiciary Committee 
recommended passage of bills which 
would require blood tests for venereal 
disease and a three-day waiting period 
kefore county clerks could issue mar- 
riage licenses in New Mexico. 

Efforts in the past to provide a 
“cooling off’ period between applica- 
tion for a marrige license and its issu- 
ance have failed to win legislative 
approval according to a recent Asso- 
ciated Press story. 
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Especially For An Elementary 


School Teacher .. . 


____SELF-UNDERSTANDING: A FIRST STEP TO 
UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN. 

(Menninger.) 5O¢. How the feelings and be- 
havior of adults affect children’s development. 
THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 

(Trager.) 20¢. Your role in the formation of 
intercultural attitudes. 


____ TEACHER LISTEN, THE CHILDREN SPEAK. 
(Hymes.) 25¢. Helps you in understanding 
children and in giving them emotional security. 


____ THE PSYCHOLOGY OF THE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL CHILD. 
(Averill.) $4.00. Describes the stages of child 
developmert. 


_._THE CHILD FROM FIVE TO TEN. 
(Gesell and Illg.) $4.50. Describes normal 
development, stressing abilities and mental 
growth. 


—_—THESE ARE YOUR CHILDREN. 
(Jenkins, Schacter G Bauer.) $3.50. Describes 
typical behavior of normal children. 


____UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN’S BEHAVIOR. 
(Redl.) 60¢. Practical guide. 
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FOR USE WITH CHILDREN ... 


____GROWING UP. 
(de Schweinitz.) $2.25. Explains simply the 
origins of life and prenatal growth. 


__._.THE WONDERFUL STORY OF HOW YOU 
WERE BORN. 
(Gruenberg.) $2.00. Simply told, with charm- 
ing illustrations. 


___._GETTING ALONG IN SCHOOL. 
(Neugarten). 50¢. How to develop good study 
habits, become a better reader, make the 
best use of ability. 


Your school or public library may have these 
pamphlets and books. If not, or if you want 
your own copies to refer to from time to time, 
use the order blank below . . 


AMERICAN SOCIAL HYGIENE ASSOCIATION 
1790 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
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